Hauraki Primary School

Policy Document
Special Needs

Rationale:
Under Education Act 1989 all children regardless of disability have the right to be enrolled in

their local school. This policy is to ensure that every child identified as having special needs has the
opportunity to develop their full potential.

Purpose:

* To ensure early identification of children with special needs.

* To ensure appropriate programmes are provided.

* To establish ongoing consultation with parents and appropriate outside agencies.

* To provide a safe physical and emotional environment for students, that includes students with
special needs.

Guidelines:
1. A delegated teacher SENCO (Special Education Needs Co-ordinator) has the responsibility of
co-ordinating the identification and intervention process as outlined in appendices 1 & 2.
2. A curriculum and achievement plan assists with identification of tier 1, 2 and 3 students.
If deemed necessary programmes are evaluated for adaptation by the SENCO or syndicate
leaders and class teachers.
. The IEP (Individual Education Plan) process allows for regular meetings to review individual
children’s progress.
4. 1If this level of support is insufficient parents will be met and appropriate referrals made to
outside agencies.
5. A Special Needs Committee consisting of the SENCO, RTLB’s, principal or syndicate leaders
and teacher aides meets once a term.
6. All staff are aware of and use the identification and intervention process as in appendices 1 & 2.
7. Professional development for staff will be provided as necessary.
8. Systems and attitudes foster parental participation in the identification of special needs, as well
as planning implementation, ongoing monitoring, and evaluation of any programmes.
9. The transition process for children who move from kindergarten to school, class to class, or
school to school should be as smooth as possible.
10.  Dated records of applications, referrals, reports and any other pertinent correspondence for
individual children will be kept by the SENCO.
11. Allocation of funding for special needs purposes will be determined by the SENCO in

consultation with the Special Needs Committee and any significant purchases approved by the
principal.

Signed: &, _{ Date: 23 rov /72

(98]

Chairperson Board of Trustees Reviewed Date:  7t4v 4 2,30
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